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 Moshannon Valley recectly competed in the 

Computer Fair Regional and State Competitions. 

The Computer fair is a competition in which 

twenty schools from each region in Pennsylvania 

go and compete in the categories of digital video, 

programming, animation, logo design, and 

graphic design. The regional competition was 

held in Clearfield at the Lock Haven Campus 

on March 12th. There were four other schools 

there that competed against them. The state 

competition was held at Dickinson College in 

Carlisle, Pennsylvania. They did a documentary 

on Lee Krause’s story on how he got forced out 

of the coal company by larger companies. They 

won at regionals. However, they did not place at 

states. They had a great time at both events.

Mrs. Eason took Lindsay Williams and Julie Still-

man to the Chemistry Olympiad. The chemis-

try Olympiad was held at the State College High 

School.  The Chemistry Olympiad is a competition 

where they do tests and labs. The first round is lo-

cal, then regional, then national. The local compe-

tition was on March 18th and the Regional com-

petition was on April 14th. They competed with 10 

other schools. At the local competition, both girls 

placed 4th and won $75. They are still waiting for 

their results from the regional competition. At the 

local competition, their first time there, they did not 

have fun. They said it was too much testing. At the 

regional competition, their second time there, 

they had fun with the labs they did but they 

had 5 hours of testing which they did not like. 

Chemistry Olympiad

Computer Fair



Commitment to Teaching- Ms. Buck
Why do you think that the students voted for you?
I believe in getting students’ input/feedback about what we are 
doing:  likes, dislikes, and if they would change anything.  I feel 
that it helps me become a better teacher and keeps them in-
volved.

What would you like to say to those students?
Thank you for thinking as highly of me as I do of all of you!  I can’t 
wait to see what you accomplish over the years!

Respects Diverse Talents- Mr. Deemer
Why do you think that the students voted for you?
I understand that all students are different. I try to get to know 
each one for who they are. I also try to make their time with me 
an enjoyable one. I like to have fun and joke around with my class-
es, and I think that helps students relax and feel like they can be 
themselves in my classroom.

What would you like to say to those students?
I think that any one of our teachers could have won this award, 
but I was very honored to have been selected by the students. I 
appreciate that the students thought of me and I would like to say 
thank you to all of those who voted for me. It is nice to know that 
the students recognize and appreciate all that we as educators do. 

Active Learning Award-Mrs. Cover
Why do you think that the students voted for you?
This award states that I “encourage higher-order thinking,” and 
“encourage students to be problem-solvers [and] self-directed, 
independent, life-long learners.” My emphasis in class is never 
merely to learn a novel or proper comma use. I strive to give 
my students tools they can use in any class and in any situation, 
like taking responsibility of mistakes and learning from them as 
well as being PROactive, not REactive, to problems. But, I’m also 
real with my students, showing them my problem-solving skills 
when a problem arises. This way, they can see how someone else 
approaches challenges without simply backing down from them. 

I play Devil’s advocate a lot, too, which requires students to chal-
lenge their beliefs and always support their answers and opinions. 
Ultimately, I have a passion for learning and never take the easy 
way out of work, which I believe encourages the students to do 
the same.

What would you like to say to those students?
I would like to thank the students who voted for me for this 
award. I would also like to thank our administration for making the 
awards possible and creating a positive working environment. Al-
though I don’t do my job for recognition (no teacher does), it’s still 
nice to be recognized for the work I put into my classes each day. 
This is my 11th year teaching at MV, and I love my job as much 
today as I did on the first day. I will continue to earn this award 11 
years from now.

Achievable High Expectations-Mrs. Eason
Why do you think that the students voted for you?
I am not sure why students voted for me.  I know what students 
ought to know by the end of the year and I give them a variety 
of experiences (experiments, demonstrations, practice exercises, 
etc.) to help them learn basic chemistry successfully. Although I 
hope my teaching is engaging, I am constantly learning how to 
present the content more effectively to each group of students.

What would you like to say to those students?
I thank you for this unexpected honor.  

Positive Student-Faculty Contact Award-Mr. Webb
Why do you think that the students voted for you?
I believe I won this award because I try to get to know students 
beyond the classroom.  Knowing their likes/dislikes allows me to 
make learning more important to them by relating the subject 
matter to things they enjoy.  Also, it makes them feel more com-
fortable knowing that you care about the things they care about.

What would you like to say to those students?
I would just like to thank them for thinking of me for this award.  It 
means a lot.  Remember: “Can’t never did and won’t never will.”

Effective Communication Award-Mr. Kephart
Why do you think that the students voted for you?
 I try to make sure each of my students knows they can do 
anything they set their minds to--whether it’s in a Social Studies 
classroom or anywhere in life.”

What would you like to say to those students?
I am the luckiest teacher in history to get to spend every day 
with the young people of Moshannon Valley!  Thank you to my 
students--you are what makes my job the best in the world!



Varsity Baseball

Junior High Baseball

Varsity Softball

Junior High Softball

What Does Coach Say?
 Coach Deemer commented on varsity baseballs season by saying, “We haven’t had much playing or 
practice time and its been a wet season. We are looking forward to next season. “
 Coach Webb commented on the season by saying “I’m pleased with how its been going.” He also said, 
“The biggest accomplishment is that each and every player has improved throughout the season.” He hopes to 
improve on consistency  and hopes to continue to teach the team baseball skills while still having fun.

Male Athlete Of The Month

Name: Cody Marshall
Parents Names:  Deanna 

Marshall
Years Played:  13 years

Biggest Rival:  West Branch
Cody is a Senor at 
Moshannon Valley, Coach 
Deemer said “He’s our go to 

pitcher.”

Female Athlete Of The 
Month

Name: Sidney Lewis
Parents Names: Tina & Tim 

Lewis
Grades Played:  7 Years
Biggest Rival: Glendale

Sidney is a Freshman at 
Moshannon Valley, she 

hit a grand slam and  
multiple homeruns.



         The annual Freshman Dance 
took place on Saturday April, 24 2015. 
Students enjoyed an evening full of 
fun. Jon Kolesar and Olivia Dipko 
were crowned as the Freshman Class 
Prince and Princess. Jon says “I was 
very excited, and I wasn’t expecting to 
get the Prince title.” Olivia Dipko also 
explained that she was very excited to 
win the title and that she was shocked 
she had won. Overall the students 
who attended the freshman dance 
said that they had a great time and 
will have many memorable stories to 
tell about that night. 

Freshman Dance Prom 2015
      Prom 2015 was a fun filled night full 
of dancing and singing by many Juniors 
and Seniors at Moshannon Valley High 
School. The theme for this year’s prom 
was Mystery Masquerade. Prom took 
place on May 9th at the Moshannon 
Valley High School. Prom King Chase 
Yarger and Prom Queen Samantha 
Matchock were both ecstatic to win such 
grand titles; it was a complete surprise for 
both crown winners. Prom night started 
out with the Grand March introducing 
couples who attended prom, followed by 
a meal. Students then danced the night 
away making memories that they will 
never forget.



2015 QUEEN OF HEARTS
The American Heart Association’s mission is to build healthier lives, free from cardiovascular 
diseases and stroke.  200,000 high school athletes die from sudden cardiac arrest every year.  
Heart disease is not an “old people’s problem.”

This year, to represent the Moshannon Valley School District, we had 12 senior girls participate 
in the annual Queen of Hearts fundraiser drive.  They were Wynter Adams, Regina Beers, Shan-
non Beers, Megan Berg, Kaleigh Domanick, Cheyenne Fishel, Maggie Holenchik, Lacey Kitko, Ally 
Kronenwetter, Samantha Matchock, Emily Smith, and Haley Stodart.  

To raise funds, the girls took part in the traditional “canning” where they each placed several 
donation cans in local businesses.  They girls also held a bake sale at the high school prior to 
the beginning of the school day for one week in March.  Finally, the biggest fundraiser the girls 
held was a t-shirt sale.  They designed and sold two different t-shirt styles.  T-shirts were sold 
to the students, families, and friends of the Moshannon Valley School District.  A total of 322 
t-shirts were sold, 205 of them through the elementary school students!  A “BIG THANK YOU” 
to the students of the elementary school for helping to make that fundraiser such a huge suc-
cess!  Students who were not able to purchase a t-shirt were also given the opportunity to buy a 
“heart” for $1.  

Pie throwing assemblies were held at both the high school and elementary schools on Friday, 
April 10th.  The entire school attended their assembly!!!  Those students wearing their “Queen 
of Heart” t-shirt and/or those students who bought a “heart” were given the opportunity to 
throw a pie at the Queen of Heart candidates and/or a volunteering teacher!!!  At the high 
school, we had Mr. Webb, Mrs. Buck, Mrs. Cover, Mr. Albright, Mr. and Mrs. Cervanak, Mr. Ric-
ciotti, and Mr. Deemer volunteer.  At the elementary school, we had Mrs. Wagner, Mrs. Mihalko, 
Mrs. Dougherty, Mr. Fye, and Mr. Eckenrode volunteer.  We also had tremendous support from 
Mr. Zesiger, Mrs. Campbell, and the custodial staff.  Thank you for that – we couldn’t have done 
it without you!  

A total of $2,689.31 was donated to the American Heart Association on behalf of the Moshan-
non Valley Queen of Hearts and the entire school district!!!  Mo Valley was the 2nd highest do-
nating school out of the 7 that participated in the fundraiser drive!!

WAY TO GO MO VALLEY!!!





A Message from the Superintendent, 

Mrs. Tonya DeVecchis-Kerr
Happy Spring to all!  With the end of the 
school year right around the corner, I reflect 
back to all of the wonderful accomplishments 
and memories made by our students.  Each goal 
reached or knowledge gained will be a benefit 
to each child throughout their lives.  

This past winter was one of difficult decisions 
regarding the weather and school.  I appreci-
ate the patience that everyone showed with 
the decisions that were made regarding school 
delays, cancellations and early dismissals; and 
there were many of them!  Recently, on a visit 
to elementary classrooms, one child asked, 
“Are you the lady that keeps calling our house 
about school and telling us to read a good 
book?”  Yep, that was me!  

Congratulations!

To the Class of 2015 on their graduation from 
Moshannon Valley High School, you are wished 
sincere congratulations! All your dreams can 
come true only if you have the courage to 
pursue them. May you always keep learning, 
growing, and realizing the best in yourself.  
Commencement will be held on Friday, June 5, 
2015.  Enjoy and be safe.

Superintendent’s Search

As many of you have already heard, my official 
retirement date is June 30, 2015.  The search 
for my replacement as superintendent has be-
gun.  The position has been advertised State-
wide and applications are being received by our 
solicitor, Attorney David Consiglio.  Mr. Tom 

Templeton of Templeton Advantage has been 
meeting with various stakeholders gathering 
information regarding the District.  The dead-
line for applications is May 30 with screening 
and interviewing occurring sometime after 
that date.

Many Thanks!

As my tenure here at Moshannon Valley draws 
to a close, I would like to thank each one of 
you for the support, encouragement and the 
friendship that you have given me over the 
past four years.  With 36 years in public edu-
cation, I am so pleased to be ending my career 
here at Moshannon Valley.  All of you will hold 
a special place in my heart and I will treasure 
the memories and the friendships that I have 
made.  We have accomplished many great ini-
tiatives for our children and I could not have 
done this without the great team that I have 
here at Mo Valley.  Continue to support your 
children no matter what grade they are in.  Be 
involved with your child’s education.  They are 
our future!  I believe in the African proverb, 
“It takes a village to raise a child!”

I have encouraged children to have a voice, 
and they have been heard and I hope that con-
tinues.  What great kids we have!



Remembering That 
Everyone Matters!

The world’s problems can feel overwhelming.  
However, students can learn that every person makes 
a difference, and when people work together, the 
results are amazing!  What if someone told you about 
an investment that was guaranteed to pay off - there 
is one.  Research suggests that the best investment 
you can make as a parent is to spend time with your 
children.  A recent study followed more than 10,000 
children.  It examined what factors were most import-
ant in helping students achieve at school and at home.  
Surprisingly, they found that what happened at home 
was much more important than what happened at 
school.  Summer is a great opportunity to spend time 
with your children.  With that in mind, we recognize 
that character is developed at home as well as at 
school and would like to thank the parents, guardians 
and families for their efforts in making Moshannon 
Valley the emerging force is has become.

As the end of the school year approaches, our 
theme for the year, “Everyone Matters” continues to 
drive our interactions with staff, parents, families, 
guardians, and students; it has been a pleasure to work 
with all of you.  I couldn’t be more proud of the stu-
dents’ academic accomplishments, they have worked 
hard in their classes to challenge themselves.  Student 
pride in being a Black Knight and Lady Damsel con-
tinues to grow; our school, our academics, our athletic 
programs, our music programs, and our extra-curric-
ular activities continue to provide students opportu-
nities to go out into the community and demonstrate 
that pride in who we are.  This year our students have 
been representatives of Moshannon Valley in New 
York City, Philadelphia, Harrisburg, Hershey, New 
Jersey, in numerous district and state competitions – 
both athletically and academically, and everywhere 
we go people are impressed with our students. 

Our passion continues to be putting children 
first; we strive to treat them with dignity and respect, 
support their personal goals and at the same time 
challenge them to reach higher.  I have watched our 
community over the past three years demand higher 
academic performance from our students and raise the 
behavior expectations of our Black Knights and Lady 
Damsels and I hope that trend continues!

If you feel your son or daughter is not achiev-
ing the level at which he or she is capable, then a call 
to the guidance counselor is a great starting point.  

Counselors are a great central communication source 
for parents.  They can facilitate communication be-
tween a family and teachers, make recommendations 
for additional resources, and serve as a consistent con-
nection for parents and students to Moshannon Valley 
High School.  Together, we can make your student’s 
high school experience full of positive connections 
and successful learning experiences.

I must express my appreciation to all of the 
faculty and staff; it is truly and honor to come to work 
with such professional, compassionate, and caring 
colleagues.  

On behalf of our entire staff, we hope you 
all have a great summer.  To all of our students and 
their families who are moving on to new endeavors in 
college or trade school, the military, or the work force 
next fall, we wish you the very best!  To those of you 
who are returning to Moshannon Valley, we look for-
ward to working with you and to serving you next fall 
because at Mo Valley, together we can!

Thanks,

Mr. Zesiger

Source: “Parenting More Important than Schools to Academic Achieve-
ment, Study Finds,” 

Science Daily, www.sciencedaily. com/releas-
es/2012/10/121010112540.htm.



JESSICA CANNER, RN, CSN

Tonya Lewis, LPN 

Nurse’s Notes

With the end of the school year quickly approaching, we 
are all looking forward to summer vacation.  However, it’s 
never too soon to plan for next school year. 

PLEASE NOTE

•	 School Year 2015-2016 ,  Grade seven students 
are required to have one dose of meningococcal  
and one Tdap in addition to a second varicella 
(chickenpox) vaccine. Proof of immunizations 
will be required , in to begin school on the first 
day in August 2015. 

Thank you to those of you who completed the Health 
Update for your child & returned it to the nurse’s office

Students currently in grades 2 and 
6 will be getting a Private Dentist’s Report form in the 
mail so you can have it completed over the summer &  
turn it in to the nurse’s office for next school year.

       

 

Students currently in grades 5 & 10 will receive a 
Private Physician’s Report form in the mail to be complet-
ed over the summer & turned into the nurse’s office.

        

  SUN SAFETY Overexposure to 

the sun is a significant health risk to 
everyone, especially children. Children are of particular 
concern since continuous exposure to the sun during 
their youth puts them at risk for skin cancer later in life. 
Protecting skin and eyes during the first 18 years of your 
life can reduce the risk of skin cancer by 78%. Premature 
aging of the skin is one of the most obvious effects of 
over exposure to the sun. Other effects from unprotected 
exposure to the sun include skin damage, eye damage, 
immune system suppression and skin cancer. Although 
the sun is our primary source of Vitamin D, it takes a short 
time to get all the Vitamin D we need. 

 Sun protection can be achieved with 
these few steps:

	Avoid the strongest rays of the day 10am – 4 pm

	DO NOT burn

	Avoid sun tanning and tanning beds

	Generously apply sunscreen about 15 -3 0 min-
utes before going out

	Wear protective clothing 

	Seek shade

	Use extra caution when near water, snow and 
sand

	Reapply sunscreen after  sweating or swimming

Be a good role model for your children by consistently 
wearing sunscreen with an SPF 30 or better, use sunglass-
es and limit your time in the sun. Be SUNWISE

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER AND SEE YOU NEXT YEAR



 
 

Mo-Valley Represented at State Breakfast Summit 
 
Houtzdale, PA (April 27, 2015) – On April 22, over 50 School Food Service Directors and 
Administrators gathered together at Heinz Field in Pittsburgh for a Breakfast Summit.  The 
conference, sponsored by the Heinz Foundation and the Mid-Atlantic Dairy Association, 
brought together school officials who had achieved success in expanding breakfast programs 
and those looking for ways to increase participation at their schools.   
 
A panel discussion of Food Service Directors and School Principals followed the presentation 
and gave attendees an opportunity to hear how successful school breakfast programs 
overcame challenges and improved the breakfast opportunities at their schools.  Moshannon 
Valley High School Assistant Principal Kris Albright spoke on the panel about two alternative 
breakfast programs instituted this year at his school.   
 
Moshannon Valley instituted a Grab N’ Go program where students can get breakfast items 
from carts located in the hallways and a ‘Second Chance Breakfast’ program where students 
can get breakfast after 1st period. Both options have greatly increased the number of students 
eating breakfast in the morning.   
 
Prior to this school year, breakfast was only offered to students before school started in the 
cafeteria.  The Mid-Atlantic Dairy Association has been instrumental in providing mobile kiosks 
to Moshannon Valley High School to make the alternative breakfast program a positive part of 
the students’ school day.  Albright discussed the positive aspects that have come from the 
increased participation and some of the initial challenges that were overcome to make the new 
program a success.  “The accessibility and convenience are two things that have really appealed 
to students and made the transition to the alternative formats successful,” said Albright.  
“We’ve seen big increases in the number of students eating breakfast, especially with 
upperclassmen and female students; on a daily basis we’ll have roughly 40% of our total 
student population getting something to eat for breakfast at school.”  
Dr. Robert Murray, Professor of Pediatrics of the Ohio State University Food Innovation Center 
and the event’s keynote speaker, delivered a presentation which focused on the growing brain 



and the nutrition required to make it function at the highest level; and, the impact that a 
quality diet has on students’ education. 
 
The event was capped off by a visit from Pittsburgh Steelers Offensive Linebacker Kelvin 
Beachum as part of the NFL’s Fuel Up to Play 60 program.  Beachum spoke about his healthy 
eating journey and what he has learned about the importance of a wholesome diet since 
joining the Steelers.  Beachum described his varied menu choices and how we should be 
instilling a nutritious eating plan into the daily lives of children.   
 

### 
 
Mid-Atlantic Dairy Association is one of 19 state and regional promotion organizations working 
under the umbrella of the United Dairy Industry Association. It is the local affiliate of the 
National Dairy Council®, which has been conducting nutrition education and nutrition research 
programs since 1915. For more information, visit www.dairyspot.com. 
 
 

 
PHOTO CAPTION: 
(From Left to Right) 
Bruce Standley, School Marketing Manager, Mid-Atlantic Dairy Association; Randy Walker, Food 
Service Director, Laurel Highlands School District; Marla Perseo, Food Service Director, 
Penncrest School District; Matt Caro, Principal, Penncrest School District; Susan McLoughlin, 
Food Service Director, Homer Center School District; Kris Albright, Assistant Principal, 
Moshannon Valley School District 
 
 
 
For more information, contact: 
Bruce Standley, (814) 243-1777, bstandley@milk4u.org 

http://www.dairyspot.com/
mailto:bstandley@milk4u.org










Are You Worried About Your Child? 
 

 
 

The Student Assistance Program (SAP) can help children experiencing barriers to learning. 

 

A Guide for Parents/Guardians 

 

What Is SAP?  
A SAP team made up of school and agency staff is available to help you access school and community services for your 

child. 

 

In Pennsylvania, every school district is required to have a plan for identifying and assisting students who experience 

barriers to learning.  Our school’s Student Assistance Program team name is MAPS (Moshannon Valley Assistance 

Program for Students). 

The MAPS team will help you find services and assistance within the school, and if needed, in the community.   We do 
not diagnose, treat, or refer your child for treatment.  We will provide you with information and you make the choice(s) 
that best fit your needs and wishes.  As the parent/guardian you are an important part of the team.   

 

Do You See Your Child Showing Any of These Behaviors?  

 

 Withdrawing from family, friends, and/or activities 

 Changing friends 

 Unexplained physical injuries 

 Feeling sad 

 Talking about suicide 

 Defying authority, both at home and school 

 Acting aggressively 

 Hitting 

 Lying 

 Needing money without a good explanation 

 Declining grades 

 Experimenting with alcohol or drugs 

 Back-talking staff 
 

Are You Concerned about Your Child’s  
Reaction to...? 



 Recent death of a loved one 

 Divorce of parents 

 Family relocation 

 A relationship problem 

 Bullying 

 Other traumatic event 

How Does My Child Become Involved in the SAP Program? 
Anyone can refer a child to the MAPS team.  Some students are referred by teachers or other school personnel.  A friend 

or family member can also let the MAPS team know that they are worried about someone.  The child can even go 

directly to the MAPS team to ask for help.  Schools will gather information to determine how a student is doing in their 

classes.  However, the SAP team will not proceed unless you give your written parent permission.  Once permission is 

received, the MAPS team will work with you to develop a plan of action to help your child achieve success in school.  

Participation in the program is voluntary.  

What If Someone Has Referred My Child to SAP? 

A MAPS team member will contact you regarding your child’s referral to the program.  Before a MAPS team member 

talks to your child, you will be asked to sign a permission form.  The MAPS team will work with you and your child 

throughout the process.  As a parent, your knowledge and thoughts about your child will be helpful in developing a plan 

of action.  If you need more information before making a decision about SAP, please feel free to talk to a MAPS team 

member.      

 

How Do I Contact the SAP Team?  

 

If you have any questions about SAP or you feel that your child may need help, call your child’s school and ask to speak 

with any of the following team members:   

Mr. Albright, Mrs. Kitko, Mrs. Lewis, Ms. Mills, Mr. Sproull, and Mr. Zesiger 

 

   

 

  

 

Privacy 

The SAP team information is completely confidential and the team will respect you and your child's privacy at all times. 

If you would like more information on SAP, go to your school website at www.movalley.org. 

 

 

 

 

 



Moshannon Valley HS to Complete Study on Post-Graduates 

The Moshannon Valley Jr.-Sr. High School will be conducting a research study on past graduates to determine post-

secondary completion rates and current employment.   The study is funded in part by a $2,500.00 grant through the 

North Central Workforce Investment Board that the school applied for and received.  Graduates from the past 5 years 

will be sent a mailed survey of 15 questions, ranging from high school involvement and academics to post-secondary 

education to current employment.  Respondents will be provided with self-addressed, stamped envelopes to return the 

paper surveys.  The survey will also be available on-line through Survey Monkey for those wishing to submit their 

responses electronically.  In addition to the survey results, Moshannon Valley will also utilize the National Student 

Clearinghouse to track student enrollment in post-secondary colleges and universities, college drop-out rates, and 

completion of degrees from graduates from the past 8 years.  “With this data we hope to get a good look at what 

students have done when they’ve left Moshannon Valley.  We’re looking to get a picture of how successful students 

have been after high school and use the results to structure the education provided here at the school better prepare 

our students for life after graduation,” said Kris Albright, Assistant Principal.   

 

(Screenshot of the Survey Monkey version) 

 

(Screenshot of the National Student Clearinghouse website) 



MOSHANNON VALLEY USING SOCIAL      
MEDIA TO CONNECT TO STUDENTS,        
PARENTS AND COMMUNITY

 The Moshannon Valley School District, in an effort to 

improve communication between students, parents and the 

community has entered into the realm of social media.  New 

this school year – a district Twitter page; which can be found @

MV_Knights. The site began as a small scale pilot program just 

to “test it out” but has since grown in popularity throughout the 

school year.  “We currently have 150+ followers and have sent 

over 330 tweets this school year,” said MVHS Assistant Principal 

Kris Albright.  “It seems every day we have some interaction with 

the site; whether it be the district posting a tweet, a student 

re-tweeting something…and that’s really the goal of the site, get 

the information out to the school community and public.”  The 

site posts information daily on school events, athletic scores, 

student achievement and other school-related news.  “We want 

to try and publicize the good things and special events that hap-

pen in the district and this site has allowed us to do that,” said 

Albright.  

 

Twitter, developed in 2006 as part of the social media revolution, 

centers on text-based information, known as tweets which are 

limited to 140 characters.  Users also have the ability to post pic-

tures with their tweets.  A goal of the district is to continue to 

utilize and expand the district’s use of social media.  “So many 

people today use social media as a means of communication”, 

said Albright.    

It’s almost inevitable that schools will need both in order to effec-

tively communicate with its students and parents.  Karen Kleinz, 

Associate Director of the National School Public Relations Associa-

tion, paints a black and white picture for schools,…”you can’t have 

it both ways – you either embrace technology and use it or you 

don’t.”  Kleinz goes by reaffirming her belief in using technology 

by acknowledging that “this generation of parents and those com-

ing behind them – this is how they communicate.  Dis tricts need 

to start learning how to use social networking effectively now.”   

The district may look to develop a facebook page in the near fu-

ture in an attempt to connect with recent graduates and commu-

nity members but for now the goal is to increase the number of 

followers on the district’s Twitter site.  

The site can be accessed on Twitter via the 

following link:  @MV_Knights.



CNC Plasma Cutter
 One of Moshannon Valley’s My Community 
Education Foundation’s recent goals was buying a CNC 
plasma cutter for the students who take Technology 
Education classes. They appreciate the Swoope family 
and our community for all of the generous donations 
they brought them. They have managed to reach their 
goal of $16,341and we the CNC plasma cutter was 
received in October of last year. 

 A CNC Plasma Cutter is a machine that cuts 
metals by sending an electrical arch through a gas that 
passes through a constricted opening. It’s easier to cut 
different materials like stainless steel or aluminum into 
shapes and it’s a whole lot faster too. Constructing a 
part by hand would probably take a week to complete, 
but with the plasma cutter you can build the same part 
in about five minutes. 

 Any students in Mr. McGee’s classes should 
love to use the CNC plasma cutter. Now that they have 
a plasma cutter the students are able to finish proj-
ects in a short amount of time. Also, with the plasma 
cutter, students are able to build projects that are more 
complex than what they normally make. The plasma 
cutter also enables students to have some hands on 
experience with the machine if some students want to 
pursue a career in manufacturing or engineering after 
high school. 

 Mr. McGee’s says that he personally loves it 
because it makes his job easier and has the ability to 
create projects that he would love to pursue in the 
future.



MVCEF celebrating friends and alumni with honor wall

 For close to four years the Moshannon 
Valley Community Education Foundation and 
Moshannon Valley Alumni Association have worked 
together to develop plans to construct an Alumni 
and Friends Honor Wall at the school to honor all 
of those individuals who have been a part of the 
history of the Moshannon Valley School District.  
“This project will not only enhance the school, but 
it will bring a sense of pride to the whole commu-
nity,” said Caryn Southern , Moshannon Valley 
Class of 1965 and MVCEF/MV Alumni Association 
member.  

 According to Mrs. Southern, the plans for 
the wall were designed by Andrea (Walstrom) 
Crossett from Moshannon Valley’s Class of 1998.  
She said currently, the design calls for a wall 
measuring 40 feet in length with features to in-
clude a prominent keystone and tiered planters.  
“It’s such a wonderful way to celebrate all the 
great people who have been in the hallways of our 
schools,” said Southern.  “We want to celebrate 
not only the students who attended classes here, 
but also the teachers who taught them and the 
leaders who guided them.”  

 Construction is scheduled to begin this 
summer; pending board approval the wall will be 
located diagonally at the corner of the gymna-
sium on the girl’s locker room side.  “We had a 
few places initially but were not able to construct 
the wall at these locations due to underground 
utilities and piping,” said Kris Albright, MVHS 

Assistant Principal and MVCEF President.  “But 
we feel the location will be a great place for the 
memorial display and also allow for expansion.”  
Albright hopes to continue fundraising to expand 
the memorial area to include a paver courtyard, 
trees and benches.  “The grassy area running 
along the outside of the girl’s locker room to the 
band room is an unused space that could provide 
the opportunity for growth of the commemorative 
history of the school district,” said Albright.  

 Commemorative engraved bricks are on 
sale for $50.00; Mrs. Southern noted that rough-
ly 400 bricks have been sold presently.  “We 
hope to get a few more before the first round of 
engraving takes place during the construction 
stage of the wall,” she said.  Bricks may be pur-
chased for any alumni of the Moshannon Valley 
School District or any of the schools which united 
to form the current district; future graduates, 
district employees, school board members, com-
munity businesses and members.  Bricks will be 
engraved with two lines with a maximum of 15 
spaces per line.  Those interested in purchasing 
a brick can do so in the following ways:  visit the 
school district website www.movalley.org and 
finding the application on the scrolling announce-
ments section or visit the Moshannon Valley 
Community education Foundation website www.
mvcef.org or by contacting the Moshannon Val-
ley School District Business Office at 378-7609 
or Caryn Southern at 378-8715.  Checks can be 
made payable to MVCEF and mailed to MVCEF, 
4934 Green Acre Road, Houtzdale, PA 16651.

http://www.movalley.org
http://www.mvcef.org
http://www.mvcef.org


Yearbook News:
 Because the 2015 Yearbook had a spring 
delivery, a supplement will be available at the 
high school office during the last week of July. If 
you paid for the 2015 Yearbook in full, please be 
sure to pick up your supplement, because it will 
have all the spring sports, dances, field trips and 
graduation.

 If your child will be a senior next year, 
he or she may want to consider getting their 
portrait picture done over the summer. Portrait 
pictures must be orientated “vertically” and 
not “horizontally”. They may be either color 
or black and white. ALL pictures must be 
appropriate for school. This means no weapons, 
alcohol or drugs, no confederate flags and 
appropriate clothing. We need all portrait 
pictures no later than the Thursday before 
Thanksgiving. We will also be asking seniors for 
their baby picture prior to the end of November 
2013. The Yearbook Staff can take a picture of 
any senior who needs a picture taken. Finally, we 
will notify Parents / Guardians who have seniors 
and want to submit a Senior Tribute after we 
return from Christmas.

Thank you,

Rudy Kowalcyk

Summer Driving:

 We will be offering hours for summer 
driving instruction again this summer. This 
will be held every Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday throughout the entire summer 
beginning on June 10th. There are two time 
slots available per day, they are 9:00am – 
11:00am and 12:00pm – 2:00pm. If you would 
still like to sign-up, you can contact Mr. Lobb 
at mlobb@movalley.org. There are still some 
days and times available. 

 When you complete your 6 hours of 
instruction, you will be given a certificate 
of completion that you can take to your car 
insurance provider for a discount on your 
policy. 

Thank you,

Matt Lobb

mailto:mlobb@movalley.org


 Original Artwork By Emily Lenkevich

Have a great Summer
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